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Revival of Religion in Germany continued 
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Piety ; Dr. Juffus Gefenius of Hanover, Superintendent Ge- 
ak invidioufly accufed of Arminianifm ; Solomon Glafius 
of Sax-Gotha, whofe Verfes upon Dr. Gerhard made fome 
fufpeét him as a Favourer of Fanatict/m, and put him to the 
trouble of Apologizing ; the moft candid Saubertus, whofe 
Moderation, when he could be tax’d for nothing elfe, got 
him the Character among the litigious of a Syncreti/t, his 
Difciple Didberus,who by treading in hisMafter’sSteps, could 
not avoid the fame Cenfure ; and ‘fohn Valentine Andree a 
Divine of Wurtenberg, who had a very high Veneration for 
the aforefaid Saubertus, and printed a Book, which he calls 
His Ghoft, giving therein a Character of the true Chriftian 
Spirit, and of a faithful evangelical Paftor. This Andice 
being a Perfon of avery piercing Wit and Underftanding, of 
Solidity of Judgment and Prudence, and well exercifed from 
his Youth in all the Affairs of Religion, had fuch an infight 
into the State of the Lutheran Church in particular, as very 
few of his Age had : But while having difcovered the Di/ea/e, 
he ftudied how to apply a Remedy, he could expeé to fare no 
better than all others, that went before him. Of whom itis 
to be noted, that one of the greateft Lights that ever was in 
that Church, within a few Years paft, publickly declared 
fuch a Value for him and for his Writings, as to fay, that if 
he were to wifh for any one to rife again from the Dead, 
for the putting Matters to right amongft them, and for the 
well fettling theChurch,he fhould be along while in delibera- 
ting, whether he could find one to perfer before him. Be- 
fides thefe there might alfo be mentioned D. PaulusTarnevius, 
that eminentDivine of Rofock, who printed a Differtation a- 
gainft the new Gofpel ; and Theophilus Grofgebauer a Deaccn 
of the fame Church of Rofock, who in the Year Mpcuxzs, 
left the Church a Legacy at his Death, which with the Ap- 
probation of the Faculty of Divines of that Univerfity and 
their Preface to it, was then printed not without 2 great 
Bleffing ; tis called, The Watchman’s Voice, being written 
in High Dutch, and contains a Difcovery of the Caufes of 
the Decay of Chriftian Piety, and of the Unfuccefsfulnefs of 
the Word of God, and of the Sacraments in the evangelical 
Churches for the promoting a real Converfion in Sou!s. 

§. 22. This is that Book, which by God’s Bleffing upon 
it became the Means of firft opening the Eyes of Dr. Spener, 
and which made him to loek more into what is folid and In- 
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terior, who thereupon the next Year frequently confer’d 
with Dr. Raith, he being avery good Divine, they living 
then both at Tubing, fo that they had Opportunities of freely 
difcuffing the Subjeé of it, and of examining into the Cau- 
fes of the Abufes in the Adminiftration of the Word and. 
Sacraments, and confequently of the little Edification of the 
Laity ; together with the Remedies fit to be applied. “This 
was in the Year MDCLXII : From whence fome therefore 
have dated the Ri/e of this whole Affair, which has made 
fuch a Noife in Germany for fome Years paft. And about 
the fame Time at Roffock there were Dr. Muller, Dr. Luthe- 
man, and Dr. Quifforp Junior, who both by their Writing 
and Preaching, laboured very much to prepare a. Way for 
a better State of the Church, and for the Advancement of 
folid Piety in itsMembers. The firft of thefe fuffered a great 
deal of Contradiftion by fome of the more rigid Lutherans, 
on Account of fome Expreffion which he us’d in a Sermon 
on 1 Cor. 12. v. 2. and was this, viz. Our modern Chrifitans 
and fuperficial Pretenders to Religion, have four dumb Idols 
which they Worfbip, and thefe are (1) The Pulpit. (2) The 
Font. (3) The Altar, and (4) The Stocl of Confeffion which 
put him to the Trouble to apologize, and toapply himfelf to 
fome of the moft eminent Divines to have their Determina- 
tion ; who then gave it in his Favour, and approved of this 
his Expreffion, as whereby he only rejected the Opus operaturn 
People too much dote on. He died in the Year 1676, chu- 
fing for his Funeral Text, ‘er. 51. v.9. The like did Dr. 
Kortholt under the Name of Theophilus Sincerus, Dr. Hart- 
man Superintendent of Rotenburg, Reiferus and feveral other’. 
But as for Dr. Spener he became as it were the very Sou? in 
this Caufe : And having a deep InfpeStion into the decayed 
Japfed State of Chriftendom, he wrote and publifhed aBook, 
Jong before the Name of Pyeti/m was brought into Ule, as 
being deeply affeGted with the Senfe thereof, called P/4- 
DESIDERIA, wherein he fhews evidently the 4po/acy of 
the Spoufe of Chrift from her firft Love, with the Abufes and 
Corruptions confequent hereof, and then propofes fuch Me- 
thods, by which the fame might be in fome Manner redrefled. 
Among which one was this, that he caufed to appear again 
fuch my/Pical and fpiritaul Books of the beft note, as had Jain 
quite buried hitherto, and which could not but be true /ead- 
ing Stars to the hidden Path of Life, and bleed Imitation 
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of Chrift. Wherefore he publifhed Tauler’s Poftill with a 
Preface, The German Theology, Arndt’s True Chriftianity, 
and J. AKempis, and failed not of his Ends therein, in that 
both before the Motion of Pieti/m, as alfo afterwards, many 
were difpofed and induced by thefe to embrace thePraétice of 
true folidChriftianity and thePower of Godlinefs. And fince 
he was chofen of God for a peculiar Inflrument of a more 
practical Reformation, he was accordingly by divine Provi- 
dence put into fuch Places, where the Lord in this darkNight 
of Apoftacy could beft make ufe of him according to hisPiea- 
fure: Hence it will be worthy of our Obfervation to fee, 
what his main and principal Work was in the three greatPia- 
ces, where he has been intrufted with the Paftoral Care of 
the Lord’s Flock, Francfurt, Drefden and Berlin, where he 
was living fince this Narrative was in the Prefs, and is new- 
ly departed hence, his Works following him into Eternity. 
§. 23. In Francfurt, whether he was called in the Year 
MDCLXVI, he kept Collegia Pietatis, or Exercifes of Piety 
in his own Houle twice a Week, where he gave firft his cwa 
Expofition on fome Chapter of the facred Scriptures, with 
fuitable Exhortations tending much to Edification. After- 
wards he allow’d alfo others, whofe Mind and Senfes were 
exercifed in theWord of God, tho’ notDivines by Profeffion, 
to bring forth any Experience or fpiritual Meditation, that 
was upon their Spirits. (@) Which being done under his 
Direétorfhip, was accompanied with a great heavenly Blefling : 
So that he left there a Seed of many pious and well difpofed 
People. When firft this private College or Meeting came 
to be open’d, it was foon noifed about, fome praifing and 
more blaming it, but Dr. Spener well knowing, that a Ser- 
vant of God, ought not to ftick to go through evil Report 
and good Report, (which apoftolical Expreffion he was often 
heard to cite, when acquainted with the Cenfures of others) 
was little hereat concern’d. Abundance of ”-ople coming 
to Francfurt flocked to this Meeting intend. __. private De- 
votion, to hear what the meaning of this re/igtous Novelty 
(as they ftiled it) was : And although the moft Part went on 
no better Principle or Motive than that of meer Curiofity, 





(4) Vid. omnino Speneri Cofil. Theol. Tom. 3. Pag. 103. 
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nay or even on an ill Defign, neverthelefs it has been ob- 
ferved, that the Lord has made this an Hour of /7ftation to 
many a Soul, upon hearing the convincing Difcourfes bot! 
of the Doétor and of fome other good Chriftians there fer 
bled. Nay even thofe, who endeavoured to fupprefs it, ble 
up more and more the Fame thereof, fo that occationa 1 ly 
’rwas frequented by Profeflors, Superintendents, nay, by Im- 
ne crial, Royal, E leGtoral, &c. Minift ers, and now and then 
by Perfons of the beft Quality happening to come to Town 
(5) Nay further the whole F acultv of Divines at Kiel in Hol. - 
fatia approved of it, and bya particular Refponfum or De- 
termination poke in the Fav our of Dr. Spener, which prov’d 
no fall Difcouragement to thofe, who in what they act and 
judge are rather moved by Accedemical Determinations, than 
the very Oracles of divine Scripture. 

§. 24. In his publick Sermons he preached here 4.1676, 
and Part of 1677, a whole Year upon the Neceffiiy as aliis 
Poffibility of Practical Religion ; thewing hereby the great 
Obttacles that are pretended, to be altozether unable to hin- 
der the Advances of a willing Mind. Now his peculiarCha- 
racter being Candor and Humility, with Condefcention,even 
to the meaneft of the Houfhold of God, whom he endea 
voured, as well as the high and great Ones, to bring to a 
Senfe of Piety ; this made him to go up and down to their 
Houfes, to inftruét them in what is neceflary to Sal- 
vation. And becaufe his Moderation was fo greatly emi- 
nent, he was there not only loved and efteemed by theLuthe- 
rans, but alfo by many of the Calvinifis, of whom many 
came to frequent his Church. But among what happened’ 
with him, whilft he was at Francfurt, muft not be omitted a 
Paflage worthy of our Obfervation in this Place, which is, 
that his tender Care and Love for the Poor had then already 
fo taken up his Heart and Head, that he was moft bufy in 
labouring and contriving, how to fet up an Hofpital to main- 
tainthem. In which Enterprife he met at firft with a great 
Oppofition from the Magiftracy, who upon his Application 
to them, anfwered, they were incapable of maintaining fuch 
a Number of Poor. But he not difcouraged or beaten down 
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by their denial, prevailed notwithftanding and carried their 
Confent by thisArgument, that if they had been able hitherto 
to maintain the Poor in aconfufed and irregular Way thro’ 
their going up and down in the Streets, (fince none had yet 
ftarved for want of Bread) how much more would they be 
able to do the fame, in a Way more orderly and regular; 
which gain’d fo much on them, that the good Doétor’s 
Defire and Travail of his Soul was anfwered. And this hap- 
py Succefs in fo laudable aCaufe, made him afterwards, when 
Profefior Frank was about erecting his Hofpital, fo chearful 
and ready in affifting him therein, as alfo in forwarding and 
promoting the fame to his utmoft Capacity. In order to 
which he caufed a Sermon on the Duties ¢ the Poor to be 
printed, which was dedicated to al] the Poor in Germany, 
and fubjoined to the firft Edition of this Profeflor’s Account, 
of the Orphan Houfe. 

§. 25. Now further feeing that Dr. Spener’s Work, which 
the Lord had cut out for him to do, was not to terminate in 
Francfurt, and feeing alfo, that a new Period of a more uni- 
verfal Reformation in the Church of God in general, as well 
as in theLutheran in particular was atHand,wherein he could 
further promote the Caufe of God, and be a true Labourer 
in his Harveft, He was called to Dre/den to be the Ele@tor 
of Saxony’s firft Chaplain, tho’ he was unwilling to leave his 
beloved Francfurt (as he callsit.) God ordering it fo in his 
holy Providence, that upon the breaking out of Pieti/m 
(which happened not long after hisSettlement in thisF unétion) 
the Inftruments by whom God was pleafed to raife it firft, 
they being yet but young Beginners in the praéical Part of 
Religion, and either but Students of Divinity or Matfters of 
Arts, might have fome Affiftance and Support from a grave 
and experienced Divine (which they had indeed occafion for) 
who by being accuftomed to the Oppofition and Difficulties, 
which the Enemy ufes to lay in the Way, might in likeMan- 
ner Carry them through the fame ; and fo be a confiderable 
Help and Promoter of Piety, for which he was alfo by the 
Adverfaries in Way of Derifion called, The Patriarch of the 
Pictif?. This he knew nothing of in the Beginning, when 
he was fent for from Francfurt, which was in the Yeat 


MDCLXXXVI, that he might fucceed Dr. Lucius in the 


Court of Drefden. In the mean Time the Ele€tor Zohn 
George the Third, was no Admirer atall of his public Ser- 
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mons, which were feafoned with the Salt of the divine Wif- 
dom, and were moft quick and piercing to the very Heart ; 
and much lefs ftill could he bear with his private Vifits, 
wherein he would hold him in an unpleafing Conference 
and Intercourfe about his future State, dealing plainly and 
roundly with him as an Embaflador of God and Chrift, and 
manifefting the only Way to true Happinefs both here and 
hereafter. For the Houfe of Saxony which had been here- 
tofure the Support and Prop of the Reformation, was then 
in a vilible Declenfion as to Matters of Religion. But 
notwithftanding this indifferent Reception at the faid 
Court, left the Grace of Ged, and the Call for which 
he was fent hither, fhould prove fruitlefs, he begins here 
at Drejden, to fet up in his own Houfe the catechizing 
of little Children: Which fucceeded fo well, that he was 
quickly crouded with their Numbers. | Whence follow- 
ed Reflections upon him from the Univerfity-Profeflors, 
who thought it unbecoming, that fuch a Man both of 
great Parts and Learning, and withal in fuck an eminent 
Station, fhould ftoop to fo mean and vile an Employ in 
their Eye, as the teaching and catechizing of Children. 
But the Doétor little regarding this, faw well enough, 
that the Bafis and Ground-work of Reformation was to 
be laid in little Children ; old People being grown for 
the moft Part inflexible, and unwilling to forfake the 
Darling of their accuftomed Formalities or Opinions : And 
therefore he accounted it rather to be the true Character 
of areal Divine, to feed both the Sheep and the Lambs of 
Chritt. During his ftay at Drefden he publifhed one of his 
moft excellent Pieces of practical Divinity, wherein he did 
fet forth the difcriminating Marks, whereby to difcern the 
workings of Nature and Grace from each other ; which be- 
ing a Point of moft needful Obfervation to all ghoftly Paftors 
and Teachers, and of great Ufe tothem on the Account 
of their Hearers, that fo a juft Application may be made 
to their feveral States, he dedicated it to the Clergy of 
Saxony, in a fort of pafforal Letter to their whole Body, 
exhorting them to a faithful Difcharge of their Duty in 
looking to the Flocks committed to them. He publifhed 
here alfo a Set of Sunday-Sermons, called, Evangelical 
Duties ; In which he endeavours to fhew the Difference 
betwixt the Graces and Virtues that are truly Evangelical, 
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and do proceed from a Principle of divine Charity in +s, 
Soul, and thofe that are meerly External or but More 
Which he dedicated to his prefent Majefty King Freders, 
of Pruffia, then Ele€tor of Brandenburgh : Who had fer: 
hima Vocation and Commifhon, that he might accept of ; 
Prepofiture or Superintendency of fome Part of the Luthe. 
ran Churches in his Dominions, with which, as fecing thy 
Hand of Godin it, he readily complied ; efpecially aif, 
fince the Evedtor of Saxony, being not over-fond of his a. 
wakening Sermons, was foon prevail’d on to part with him, 
This Set of Sermons was printed in the Year 1692. in gto. 

§. 26. In this new minifterial Funétion he was fearc: 
fettled, when it pleafed God to increafe and enlarge the new 
Reformation of Pieti/m, even in the large Dominions of the 
then Elector of Brandenburgh, and therefore it fell out ebou: 
the fame Time, that the new Univerfity at Hall in Saxoy 
belonging to Brandenburgh, was projecting and ina folem 
Manner Inaugurated. Here now our Dr. Spemer was mad: 
again beneficial and ufeful, not only bringing fome of th 
principal Authors of Pretifm, that were little favoured ani 
perfecuted in other Dominions, into Brandenburgh, wher 
they were gladly received in the New-founded Univerfity : 
Halli; but allo having proved ever fince no {mall Promote: 
and Supporter, both to the Profeffors of Divinity there, & 
the World called Pietifs, as alfo to all the pious oundation 
erected there and elfewhere within the Territories of tha 
Prince, yea alfo much beyond them, and indeed to the whe: 
Proteftant Reformation in general, and the Churches of th: 
Difperfion, till about the Beginning of February in this pre- 
fent Year MDCCV, he received his Quetus by the Will & 
Gad, being fweetly tranflated hence as in the Chariot 
divine Love and Peace, and Jeaving his Name as a moft fn- 
grant Perfume to Pofterity. 


(To be finitfhed in aur mext.) 
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